COMPANY NAME

Company Policy Regarding Cell Phone Usage

49 CFR Parts 383, 384, 390, 391, and 392 
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) rule prohibits commercial drivers from reaching for, holding or dialing a cell phone while operating a CMV. Drivers who violate these restrictions would face federal civil penalties of up to $2,750 for each offense and disqualification of their commercial driver's license (CDL) for multiple offenses. Additionally, states would suspend a driver's CDL after two or more violations of any state law on hand-held cell phone use.
 
This Federal rule covers both, drivers of CMVs in interstate commerce, and also any drivers who operate a vehicle transporting a quantity of hazardous materials requiring placarding under 49 CFR Part 172 or any quantity of a material listed as a select agent or toxin in 42 CFR part 73. 

Motor carriers that allow their drivers to use hand-held cell phones while driving would face a maximum penalty of $11,000. 

Hands-free use of a mobile telephone is allowed using either a wired or wireless earpiece, or the speakerphone function of the mobile telephone. Wireless connection of the mobile telephone to the vehicle for hands-free operation of the telephone, which would allow the use of single-button controls on the steering wheel or dashboard, would also be allowed. A driver can initiate, answer, or terminate a call by touching a single button on a mobile telephone, earpiece, steering wheel, or instrument panel – comparable to using vehicle controls or instrument panel functions, such as the radio or climate control system. 

The driver may not reach for, dial, or hold the actual mobile telephone in his/her hand while driving and the driver is able to touch the button needed to operate the push-to-talk feature from the normal seated position with the safety belt fastened. This includes traffic lights and railroad crossings. Driver must be at safe haven to use or hold device.

Generally, the use of this type of communications equipment does not require drivers to take their eyes off of the forward roadway because the button used to enable the driver to communicate can be operated from the normal seated position with the safety belt fastened. For example, if the mobile phone is mounted in a cradle or similar device near the driver, or there is a remote push-to-talk button near the vehicle controls to allow the driver to communicate without reaching for, dialing, or holding the actual mobile telephone in his/her hands while driving, the equipment may be used.



Cell Phone Usage Company Policy Acknowledgement 


Our Company recognizes that the employees are our most valuable asset, and the most important contributors to our continued growth and success. Our Company is firmly committed to the safety of our employees and will do everything possible to prevent workplace accidents and is committed to providing a safe working environment for all employees. 
To further this goal, COMPANY NAME has developed this Cell Phone Use Policy effective January 1, 2024. 
Driver inattention is a factor in a majority of motor vehicle accidents. We are not only concerned about your welfare as an, COMPANY NAME employee but also the welfare of others who could be put in harms’ way by inattentive driving. 
Employee Statement:
I ____________________________ acknowledge that I have received a copy of this policy and I will not dial, reach for or hold my Cell Phone while operating a Commercial Motor Vehicle for COMPANY NAME Any violation of this policy will result in immediate termination.


_____________________________________       _______________________
Employee Signature					Date 
